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Gov. wants $3.5 million increase for UA
Knowles also proposes new state scholarship program
By Matt Miller 
Whalesong Photo Editor
The Knowles Administration is pushing for a fund- ing increase for the statewide university system and is also recommending a new scholarship program 
to attract and keep Alaskan students. The proposals were 
unveiled during a videoconference Nov. 10.
Gov. Tony Knowles wants to restore a 2 percent cut 
made by legislators last session, and he proposes tapping 
the state’s general fund to increase next year’s budget by 
another $3.5 million. That would bring the total univer- 
sity system budget back up to $ 167.8 million.
“This increase — while modest — does represent, I 
think, an investment and a direction for an institution that’s 
vital to preparing Alaska and Alaskans for the challenges 
of the next century,” Knowles said.
Knowles pointed out that “this year’s cut of about $3.3 
million was one of the largest reductions in recent 
memory,” and he singled out Alaska and Hawaii as the 
only two states cutting their statewide university budgets. 
He praised university administration officials for finding 
ways to become more efficient, but he doesn’t believe the 
system can absorb more cuts without inflicting serious 
harm on enrollment.
If the appropriation is approved by the legislature, 
the University of Alaska Southeast would receive about 
$300,000 with approximately two-thirds of that amount 
going to the Juneau campus.
“We’ve been going through some belt tightening exer- 
cises for a number of years,"  said UAS Chancellor Marshall 
Lind. “It’s nice to know that there’s support for a bit of an 
increase.” Lind said any extra funds would likely be ear- 
marked for additional faculty and courses.
Knowles assured regents and staff that deferred mainte- 
nance and new capital projects for the university are still a 
priority, but he hasn’t made any firm decisions yet on fund- 
ing specific projects.
Knowles is also proposing a new statewide scholarship 
program that will provide higher education for children of 
working families. The Alaska Scholars Program— as he has 
dubbed it — is also intended to attract talented Alaskan stu- 
dents and keep them from migrating to Outside schools. Only
one in two Alaskan students who go Outside for their educa- 
tion ever return, and Knowles voiced concern about money 
from Alaskan banks and scholarship funds leaving the
Continued on page 12
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Dennis Russell: UAS biology professor is a philosopher at heart
By Heather Montez 
Whalesong Reporter
Dennis Russell has a doctorate in marine biology, but it's his liberal arts background that he looks back on with the most fondness.
Russell came to Juneau to visit and discuss the pos- 
sibilities of a job in August of 1993. “I could see that some 
really good work was being done here and I wanted to be 
a part of it.” Russell said. He was interested in a small 
liberal arts college and found UAS to be the perfect spot.
“As an undergraduate I got a bachelor of arts degree 
and I personally think a bachelor of arts degree, a liberal 
education, is a superior education rather than a specific 
science degree. Because not only did I major in biology, I 
got a degree in German as well and that has brought me a 
whole lot.”
Russell was attracted to the size of the UAS. He said, 
“It’s attached to a great big university statewide so you can 
be in a small school and a big school at the same time. It’s a 
perfect place.” Russell added, “I don’t need much, a small 
office, some microscopes, and good access to computers 
and libraries.”
Russell gives the credit of finding his job to an old stu- 
dent whom he had kept in contact with over the years. He 
stressed that those connections you keep with friends are 
the most important thing a person can have. “Always value 
your friends and the people you come in contact with above 
everything else. Your friends are the most valuable thing you 
have in life. I think that’s the liberal arts in me,” he said.
Russell is originally from Portland, Ore. He received a 
bachelor of liberal arts degree in German from Cascade Col- 
lege in 1967 and immediately went on to get his master's 
degree from the University of Washington in marine biol- 
ogy. Upon completing his master's in 1969, he was drafted 
into the Army. Stationed in Aberdeen Proving Grounds in
Maryland, he worked in the Science and Engineering Corps 
on biological chemical warfare defense. His specialty was 
weapon effectiveness, transport and defense of nerve gas. After 
two years in the Army, Russell entered the University of Ha- 
waii on a National Defense Fellowship and the GI bill. He 
completed his doctorate there in 1981.
He started teaching that same year at Seattle Pacific Uni- 
versity where he stayed for 15 years. In 1994, Russell de- 
cided he had outgrown the private university atmosphere and 
wanted a fresh view on life. Because Seattle Pacific had reli- 
gious affiliations, teaching things like evolution was a prob- 
lem. He felt he wanted a little more freedom and a lot more 
variety of students. “I don’t care if they’re religious, atheist, 
body-pierced, intellectual or average, I like variety,” he said.
Russell loves his students and encourages them to take 
science courses. He said he has a special fondness for the 
average student. “I personally believe very strongly in the 
average student because people that struggle build character. 
People that build character from the struggle in life go on to 
do things that other people say they can’t do,” Russell said.
Russell told of a D student he had at Seattle Pacific who 
he kept in contact with while the student was in the Army. 
“He came back and got A’s and B’s, went to Auburn to get his 
masters, and is now getting his Ph.D," he said. Another stu- 
dent who graduated with a 2.5, went on to get his master's 
and Ph.D. and is now Director of the Department of Natural 
Resources in the Arab Emirate States. “I consider all my stu- 
dents valuable and I don’t base it on grades,” Russell said.
This semester at UAS Russell teaches Biology 105 and 
General Botany. For the spring semester he will be offering a 
course on Wetland Plants and Biology 106. In the summer he 
will be teaching: Principles of Micro Biology, Vascular Plants
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Regents Meetings Need More Public Participation, Media Coverage
By Alexis Ross M iller 
W halesong Editor
On Thursday and Friday, Nov. 20 and 21,I attended my first Board of Regents (BOR) meeting in Anchorage at the Uni- 
versity of Alaska Anchorage (UAA). I was im- 
mediately reminded o f the Alaska State Legisla- 
ture and the many meetings and hearings I have 
attended during my 10 years as a legislative aide.
I think, on the one hand, it was benefi- 
cial that the meetings were held at UAA in 
the middle o f the Campus Center, which was 
right near the cafeteria and the UAA student 
newspaper office, because it is centrally lo- 
cated and is the main thoroughfare at UAA. 
This location provided easy access for uni- 
versity students and personnel to attend these 
hearings. However, the noise level and the 
heavy foot traffic in this area was often very 
distracting during the committee meetings and 
the full BOR meeting because students could 
be heard through the walls o f the meeting 
rooms.
I was surprised at the lack o f advertise- 
ment to students and to the general popula- 
tion that these meetings were occurring. I 
noticed no signs at UAA announcing these 
meetings and although it was easy to find the 
two meeting rooms, I thought they should 
have been clearly marked with “Board o f 
Regents Meetings in Progress” to inform stu- 
dents and the general public.
The main reason I think this is important 
is that many students I talked to and other non- 
students in Anchorage, many who work for 
the legislature, were unaware that these meet- 
ings were taking place. I was also surprised 
by the ineffective microphone system used 
during these meetings. Unlike the legisla- 
ture where every legislator is trained to speak 
into his or her microphones— because they 
realize that the public has a right to know and 
to hear—the regents shared microphones and 
many times it was extremely difficult to hear 
their comments or questions because there 
was not a microphone directly in front o f 
them.
I think that considering the University 
o f Alaska’s budget there should be a much 
better microphone system used for these meet- 
ings, and I suggest that the legislature be con- 
sulted since they use the top-of-th e-line tele- 
communications system to record their meet- 
ings and hearings. I would even imagine that 
the legislature’s system could be borrowed,
especially during the interim.
I also think that perhaps in the future 
these meetings could be teleconferenced to 
the other campuses around the state. Since 
the regents only hold meetings every few 
months, I do not see why this cost could not 
be incurred by the university system. The 
saying “information is power” is a good one 
and should be thought of in a positive fash- 
ion, not a negative one, when planning these 
meetings. Again, I think the university 
should turn to the legislature for assistance 
and direction in promoting meetings and hear- 





r e s i d e n t s  
around  the 
state to sit in on 
hearings held 
in Juneau dur- 
ing the session 
or in Anchor- 
age during the 
interim without 
being  in the 
sam e room .
I ’m  sure there are many people who would 
have liked to attend the regents meeting in 
Anchorage, but were unable to afford the cost 
o f travel to Alaska’s largest city, and thus were 
unable to participate in the process. I believe 
this process should be a more public one and 
should seek additional input from students, 
staff, faculty and non-university folks as well.
The governo r recen tly  he ld  a 
videoteleconference on the university budget 
and the three main campuses (UAS, UAA, 
and UAF) were hooked up for his speech. 
This allowed students, faculty and adminis- 
tration to sit in on this important event. I 
think the same thing should occur each tune 
there is a Board o f Regents meeting. I spoke 
with Bob King, the governor’s top press aide, 
and he said that his office has used the 
university’s videoteleconferencing equipment 
in the past, at both the UAS and UAA cam- 
puses. It was at his office’s direction that the 
three main university campuses were hooked 
up to hear the governor’s speech on Nov. 10. 
I think the university needs to take some les- 
sons from the governor’s press office. I real- 
ize Gov. Knowles has a much higher news
value than a regents meeting, but I still think 
his press office knows how to ensure adequate 
coverage for their boss and the same meth- 
ods could be applied to the BOR.
I have spent 10 years managing politi- 
cal campaigns and similar methods are used 
to gain adequate coverage for candidates. 
These methods can be transferred to cov- 
erage for the regents. Sometimes the m e- 
dia needs to be enticed to cover an event, 
but there are still other inexpensive ways 
for the university to gain coverage and gar- 
ner attention. Do the regents ever write 
“My Turn” columns for newspapers around
the state? Do 
they  ever do 
public forums 
on public TV 




on the role o f 
the B oard  o f  




is la tu re  each 
year holds statewide meetings on the budget 
process, as well as in-depth hearings on spe- 
cific topics, like subsistence, health care and 
education funding. I think the university sys- 
tem could do forums like this more often. 
During the heated debate about the capital 
move issue two years ago, John Lindback, 
the former information officer for UAS and 
now the chief o f staff to the lieutenant gover- 
nor, organized a forum on this issue. Public 
discussions and debates on topics like that 
are what the university should be doing— and 
doing more often— after all that is what a uni- 
versity is (or should be) all about.
The University o f Alaska system is a 
public university, not a private university, and 
Alaskans, from Ketchikan to Kotzebue, have 
a right to offer their input about running our 
statewide university and they also have a right 
to know exactly how their money is spent. 
Many people may not realize that when the 
legislature allocates funds to the university 
each year during the budget process those 
funds go directly in one lump sum to the 
Board o f Regents. It is technically the Board 
o f Regents not the Legislature that decides 
how this money is spent. For all intents and 
purposes the BOR is our legislature. I think 
we (students, staff, faculty, etc.) should be 
doing a much better job o f lobbying the re- 
gents on where, how and why these dollars 
are spent. (And yes, we also need to contact 
our legislators and ask them to quit cutting 
the university budget—but then I believe that 
is a no-brainer).
The legislature only sets the dollar 
amount on the university’s budget, obviously 
with input from the governor and the regents. 
As noted in our lead story  in this issue on 
page 1, Gov. Knowles has requested an addi- 
tional $3.5 million from the legislature for 
the UA budget. If  this amount is added to 
the current budget that would mean the uni- 
versity would receive $167.8 million for fis- 
cal year 1998. It is up to the members of the 
BOR to disperse those monies as they see fit. 
This is why it is vitally important that more 
students, faculty and personnel be able to par- 
ticipate in the public process and attend re- 
gents meetings.
I was also surprised by the lack o f cov- 
erage from the media. I did not see any story  
in the Anchorage Daily News on Friday about 
the Board o f Regents meeting. I left town 
Friday evening for Juneau and did not see 
the Saturday paper. But I did contact a friend 
who works in the press office for the Repub- 
lican majority (yes, I do have Republican 
friends) and he said that he did not see any 
stories about the regents meeting.
There were many student reporters from 
the three university student newspapers and
there was a radio reporter from the public 
station in Fairbanks, which is located on the 
UAF campus. When Gov. Knowles apd 
Lt. Gov. Ulmer spoke to the regents on 
Thursday afternoon an Anchorage TV sta- 
tion covered their speeches. I may have 
missed other media representatives, but I was 
still surprised by the lack o f interest from 
the major media representatives in the state.
Perhaps as the editor for the Whalesong 
this semester I am slightly biased, but I think 
not. I think this is an event that required 
more coverage by statewide media. I lis- 
tened intently on Friday afternoon when Vice 
President for University Relations Wendy 
Redman, who is basically the head lobbyist 
for the university system, outlined her plans 
for a grassroots campaign to give higher vis- 
ibility to the university system. Redman 
discussed her statewide approach to getting 
more support from Alaskans and current and 
former students and pushing those folks to 
talk with their legislators and asking for ad- 
ditional funding for the university budget. 
While I have the utmost respect for Redman 
and know that her job is a very difficult one, 
I think a first step toward getting more sup- 
port for the university system is ensuring that 
statewide media cover the Board o f Regents 
meetings more fully.
I believe these meetings are usually the 
most high profile the university gets and it is 
a time when all the key players are gathered 
in the same room. Bob Miller, director of 
Public Affairs for the statewide university 
system, was also in attendance during the 
meetings. M iller’s position goes hand-in- 
hand with Redman’s and he is the chief pub- 
lic relations officer for the university. Miller 
said that the major media in the state don’t 
cover the meetings on a regular basis and it 
is something that he has tried hard to change, 
but with little luck. According to Miller, 
Melissa Eichholz-Moore, a reporter for The 
Northern Light, the student newspaper at 
UAA, often covers the BOR meetings as a 
stringer for the A ssociated Press (AP). 
Eichholz story on the recent regents meet- 
ing ran on the front cover of the Fairbanks 
News Miner on Saturday. The statewide 
press, like the News Miner, said they can’t 
afford to send reporters to the meetings, 
Miller said, and they rely on the AP to cover 
these meetings for them.
Perhaps I have spent way too much 
time in the Alaska Legislature and have 
watched the reporters that cover the legis- 
lature year in and year out, so I am used to 
viewing the media frenzy during the 120- 
day session. I guess I was and still am 
surprised that there w asn’t more coverage 
during the two-day hearings o f the Board 
o f Regents in Anchorage last week. I think 
the issues covered during those two days 
were just as important as many o f the leg- 
islative issues.
I don’t know if  the media is to blame 
fo r the ir la ck  o f  in te re s t or it is the 
university’s fault. Perhaps a case could 
even be made that i f  the public and uni- 
versity students, faculty and personnel 
made more o f a public outcry than the 
statewide newspapers, radio stations and 
TV outlets would cover the Board o f Re- 
gents meetings more fully and adequately.
I kept wishing that Ralph Thomas, a 
former Anchorage Daily News reporter 
and my role model for a top-rate investi- 
gative reporter, would show up at the meet- 
ing as a freelancer for one o f the statewide 
newspapers, Thom as’ resigned his posi- 
tion with the Daily News last year when 
his wife, Margaret Thomas, took a job with 
Gov. Knowles press office. I ’m hoping 
that Thomas will take up his writing pen 
again soon and perhaps his first investiga- 
tive story for the new year could be to do 
an in-depth piece on the Board o f Regents. 
It certainly would give me something to 
be thankful for this week and it would 
make a wonderful Christmas present too.
I guess I was and still am surprised 
that there wasn't more coverage 
during the two-day hearings of the 
Board of Regents in Anchorage last 
week...  I don't know if the media is 
to blame for their lack of interest or 
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The Voluntary Circle
Any th ing’s possible at the Pioneer Home
By Ruth Danner 
Whalesong Columnist
F
 or a good time call 780-6422 and check out the 
options at the Juneau Pioneers’ Home (JPH). Realy!
W hen I asked Carol Ende, JPH ’s Activity Direc- 
tor, what kind o f things people could volunteer to do 
at the Pioneer Home, she said, "Anything’s possible. 
It depends entirely on the volunteer. We try to match 
volunteers w ith activities that are o f  personal interest 
to them. W hatever your talents and interests, the se- 
cret to having a  good time is doing what you en joy” 
I f  you’re into visual arts, the residents love to host 
art shows. Children’s art, shows by UAS art classes, 
photography, and displays by locals all add enjoyment 
and interest along w ith new  perspectives. M aybe 
you’re a performing artist, or wish you were? You don’t 
need to be a particularly talented artist to find an ap- 
p re c ia tiv e  a u d ie n c e  h ere . M u sic  o f  all k in d s , 
storytelling, plays and skits, square dancing, line danc- 
ing, tap dancing, ballroom dancing; JPH welcomes the 
entire spectrum.
Amateur or professional, all are received with flair. 
This I know firsthand. At the beginning o f the holiday 
season my Rotary club puts up the Christmas tree, brings 
presents, and sings Christmas carols. By today’s musical 
standards wc stink, but we mean w ell The lucky ones 
have hearing aids that can be turned off. We share their 
holiday cookies and spiced cider, and they all seem to be 
smiling when we leave. I suppose performances like ours 
helps residents retain their appreciation for real talent. 
Juneau violinist Linda Rosenthal comes to play at the Pio- 
neer Home every year and it’s the event of the season, an 
elegant champagne concert to rival any on Linda’s tour.
I f  you like to throw parties, you’ve come to the right 
place. Every weekend volunteers help decorate for 
Monday’s theme party. Sometimes friends will come for 
a slumber party o r  a make-believe campfire. The beauty 
of the Pioneer Home is that whether you come every week 
or just once a year, they put your time to good use.
New volunteers bring fresh ideas and energy that help 
keep everyone's creative juices flowing. Rosie Slotnick, one 
volunteer I spoke with, started visiting the residents at JPH in 
her sophomore year in high school bccauses hc said, “I didn’t 
have much to do and regular after school activities didn't have 
much appeal to me. My mom worked at the Pioneers’ Home 
in Fairbanks and I guess she suggested it because I like to 
w ork w ith peopte. R osie p lays card gam es, tends 
houseplants, joins in on sing-a-longs, initiates the  occasional 
game of balloon badminton. She enjoys art and has been 
called upon regularly to make posters. She said her skill at 
poster art has improved a lot. 
There are lots o f places you could fit into this picture. If 
you’re into animals, there are birds that might be trainable. If  
you want to crank It up a  notch from there, bring your own 
animals. Whether they do tricks or just like to snuggle, ani- 
mals can do a lot to bring out smiles for everyone. Do you 
like to cook? There are volunteers who teach cooking classes 
where residents help prepare special meals. Sometimes i t ’s 
tacos or pizza, but stir fry is by  far the big favorite. If  you’re 
into aroma therapy, you’ll recognize the side benefits o f ac- 
tivities like this one.
“Our goal,” said Carol, “Is to make our home more like 
anybody elsc’s home. It should be full of comings and go- 
ings by all kinds o f people, the full range o f ages, with all 
kinds o f  interests.” From babies to old ladies, everybody 
can find something fun to do at JPH. I f  you like to play cards 
with your friends and find yourselves in need o f  a fourth hand 
for hearts, why not make plans to play at JPH? Young, ener- 
getic children make excellent visitors, too.
“A favorite activity for children and residents alike is 
bowling,” Carol said in our interview. “Oh. I didn’t realize 
you had a bowling alley,” I said with some surprise. “We 
don’t ” she replied. “It’s a bowling game. That’s where the 
kids come in. The pins have to be manually put in place. The 
residents love it, but staff puts it away except when we have 
kids over. Employees just don’t have time between their other 
duties to keep resetting the pins.”
You never get too old to enjoy learning new things. 
Sometimes Friday Socials feature guest speakers. Almost
any topic works well, but favorites include travelogues, 
quilting displays, local history, and anthropology. Here’s 
a great opportunity for extra credit for a public speaking clas.
Notice that some activities are one-on-one, others 
involve a  group, and still others let you do your own 
thing and fade into the woodwork. Some volunteers 
aren’t ready to mingle and at JPH that's okay. Our cul- 
ture seems to dread getting old, and for some the thought 
o f visiting a  bunch of aging strangers is pretty intimidat- 
ing. Carol said “New volunteers sometimes need a little 
coaching to learn how to work with people with short 
and long-term memory Joss, That seems to be the big- 
gest challenge, Some people volunteer here as a way to 
help them understand aging in their own families. Once 
you get past that, it’s amazing to see who’s really giving 
and who receives.”
“Volunteers get as much as they give,” said Rosie. 
“One Thursday, it was the day after my birthday, they 
threw me a party with cake, balloons, presents, and a 
card that everybody signed. I ’ve kept all the cards. There 
arc Valentines and Easter cards, They have really made 
me feel loved in lots of ways, but I think that birthday 
party is the most special thing that has ever happened to 
me in my whole life,” 
I f  you’re thinking about volunteering, think about 
the Juneau Pioneers’ Home. Is it possible that yon will 
come away the big winner in this type of relationship? 
“Anything's possible.” What goes around comes around.  
This truism is usually invoked in terms o f payback for  
bad behavior, but it works on the positive side as well. 
T h e  V o lu n ta ry  C irc le  p re s e n ts  a  fo ru m  w h e re  
in d iv id u a ls  can s h a re  th e ir  p e rso n a l e x p e r i e n c e s
in volu n tee rism . Some w ill tell how  v o lu n tee rs   
im p ac ted  th em . O th e rs  will te ll how  v o lu n te e r- 
ing  changed  th e ir  lives. Still o thers  will te ll ab o u t 
v o lu n te e r in g  o p p o rtu n itie s  in  o u r co m m u n ity , 
Y our re sp o n se  a n d  ideas a re  w elcom e. C o n ta c t 
R u th  D a n n e r v ia  em ail a t re d a n n e r@ a la sk a .n e t.
Viewpoint
Senator brings legislature and university together
By Sen. Gary Wilkens
Su p p o rt fo r  e d u c a tio n — K -12 through postsecondary— was my primary impetus for seeking legis- 
lative office. After many years o f  work- 
ing at the local level, it seemed my com- 
mitment to educational quality and stan- 
dards, fairness in educational funding, and 
in helping others see the crucial link be- 
tween education and Alaska's strong eco- 
nomic and social future could best be real- 
ized in the legislative fo rum. My Fairbanks 
constituents supported this commitment, 
and elected me as a freshman senator in 
1996.
My colleagues named me chairperson 
of the Senate Health, Education and So- 
cial Service (HESS) Committee, where all 
education legislation is heard, as well as 
to the Senate Finance Subcommittee for 
the University o f Alaska. This Finance 
Subcommittee is responsible for review- 
ing and making recommendations on the 
University of Alaska (UA) funding request. 
I have had the opportunity to hear repre- 
sentatives from the university make pre- 
sentations on a variety of issues and initia- 
tives, as well as listening to those being 
discussed and debated--with varying de- 
grees of fact and fiction--by my fellow 
legislators.
During my initial months in the Legisla- 
ture, I was very surprised at how little our 
lawmakers knew about the University o f 
Alaska. While it is true that not all areas of 
the state have UA campuses, the general lack 
of understanding and awareness about the role 
of the University of Alaska in our state was, 
and continues to be, o f great concern to me.
During the university budget hearings, 
it becam e c lear 
that the complexi- 
ties of the UA sys- 
tem and the chal- 
lenges it faces 
w ith dec lin in g  
rev e n u e  a re  not 
issues that can ad- 
equately  be ad- 
dressed during the 
hectic  120 day 
legislative session.
It also becam e 
clear that the 
single appropriation budget format used for 
the university does not allow legislators to 
“see” down to the program level as they do 
with state agencies. While this budget for- 
mat provides the Regents the necessary lati- 
tude in allocating and reallocating resources 
based on their assessment of the state’s needs, 
it generates a good deal of frustration to the
legislators who are unable to get a sense of 
what is happening within the University of 
Alaska.
After a discussion of these observations, 
Sen. Tim Kelly o f Anchorage, Rep. Pete Kelly 
o f Fairbanks, and I initiated a series o f meet- 
ings during the interim between legislators 
and members o f the Board o f Regents (BOR) 
in an informal setting conducive to exchange
and d ia - 
logue. It is 
our be l ie f  
that the 
more legis- 
lators  know 
about the 
un ive rs i ty  




they are to 
b e c o m e
supporters.
The purpose of these meetings are two- 
fold: to educate the legislators about the uni- 
versity and to educate the Regents about the 
issues and concerns heard by legislators from 
their constituents. Two meetings were held 
this summer with a third planned for Dec. 17 
in Anchorage. The agendas have been infor-
mally geared toward encouraging more o f 
a dialogue than a series o f presentations. 
The participation has been higher than ex- 
pected, with 35 legislators having partici- 
pated in one or both o f the meetings thus 
far.
At the first meeting, M ike Kelly, 
president o f the Board of Regents and UA 
President Jerome Komisar outlined the 
current budget problems facing the uni- 
versity. They presented a fair assessment 
o f  the costs o f  higher education in 
Alaska— including the high costs associ- 
ated with providing access to Alaskans in 
smaller communities. President Kelly 
discussed the Board’s commitment to gen- 
erating efficiencies through intercampus 
collaboration and consolidations, and out- 
lined the Board’s initiatives for internal 
review and cost analysis across all admin- 
istrative and academic systems.
Legislators raised many issues, in- 
cluding concerns with the high adminis- 
trative costs; the disparate funding levels 
between campuses; duplicated instruc- 
tional programs; the number o f small cam- 
puses around the state; and the ratio of re- 
search to instructors.
At the second meeting, presentations
Continued on page 5
During my initial months in the Legisla- 
ture, I was very surprised a t how little 
our lawmakers knew about the Univer- 
s ity  of Alaska. While i t  is true that not 
all arcus of the state have UA campuses, 
the general lack of understanding and 
awareness about the role of the Univer- 
sity  of Alaska in our state was, and 
continues to be, of great concern to me.
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Tackling test anxiety takes time
By Lori Exferd
UAS Academic Advisor
You begin to feel nervous. Your heart starts to beat faster. Your palms feel sweaty. There’s a sense o f dread in the air, and a wave o f nausea sweeps over 
you. No, you’re not waiting for your blind date, you’re 
waiting to take a test.
Test anxiety . . .  w e’ve all had it, and it affects us all 
in different ways. For some students, test anxiety is 
healthy. It gives them the boost o f adrenaline that they 
need to concentrate. But for other students, test anxiety 
can be overwhelming and damaging. How do we get rid 
o f  it? We don’t. Test anxiety is not something to get rid of. 
I t’s something we manage.
First, we have to understand test anxiety. Think o f 
biology and the “fight or flight” reaction that we all 
learned about in grade school. W hen animals are con- 
fronted with a situation that makes them anxious, their 
bodies respond in one o f two ways: run away or stay and 
fight. The same thing happens to us with tests. But in- 
stead o f running or giving up on the test and berating our- 
selves for not passing, we need to stay and fight.
How do we do that? It all begins with two very 
simple practices: going to class, and paying attention. Stu- 
dents who keep up with their attendance and actively pay 
attention and participate in class keep up w ith the infor- 
mation and are better prepared when it comes time to study. 
Simple as that. Here are some additional tips for combat- 
ing test anxiety prior to the exam day.
Map out a plan o f study. Know w hat materials you 
will need to cover, and begin studying for them in ad- 
vance. Use your notes and the text to create a study check- 
list o f ideas, concepts, formulas, and definitions. Prepare 
flash cards with study information to take with you wher- 
ever you go. Avoid caffeine before the exam. It will only 
heighten your anxiety. Do not cram the night before. 
Cramming for an exam will leave you feeling irritated, 
confused and exhausted, and the ability to think clearly 
w ill be lost. The night before, prepare a review sheet that 
you read through, not quiz yourself from. This will re- 
duce some o f the last minute “panic” you may feel when 
your brain is fried and you can’t rem em ber the material.
D o n ’t change your n ig h t b e fo re  or m orn ing  ro u - 
tin e  p rio r to a test. Be sure you  h ad  a good n ig h t’s 
s leep . A rrive for the te s t early , b u t do no t qu iz  your- 
s e lf  on the w ay to the test or w h ile  you are w aiting . 
R ead  th rough  your review  shee t again . D o n ’t com - 
pare  how  long you stud ied  w ith  how  long your c lass- 
m ates studied . This is silly. W hat w orks fo r you m ay 
n o t w ork  fo r them .
Now it’s time for the test. There are ways to begin 
and finish the test that are anxiety reducing. W hen you
receive the test in your (sweaty) hands, take some time to 
breathe. Then read  the directions very slow ly and care- 
fully. You m ay think you know w hat to do, bu t the d i- 
rections m ay give you some im portant clues. N ext, skim  
through the test. I once heard o f an instructor who gave 
out a test w ith  100 questions. Q uestion 100 said, “In 
order to pass this test, w rite your name on the front cover 
and turn in the exam without answ ering any o f  the ques- 
tions.” A lm ost all o f  the students failed.
W h ile  tak in g  the te st, b u d g e t y o u r tim e. You 
d o n ’t a lw ays have to answ er the questio n s  in  order, 
so skip around, and answ er those you know  first. This 
w ill g ive y ou  m ore tim e to answ er the to u g h e r q u es- 
tions. A lw ays try  to answ er every  qu estio n , even  i f  
y o u ’re  n o t sure o f  the answ er. In s tru c to rs  c a n ’t g ive 
c red it fo r a b lan k  sheet o f  paper, bu t p a rtia l or fu ll 
c red it m ay be aw arded  fo r effo rt. A nd la s t bu t no t
least, leav ing  early  is no t recom m ended . A lthough  
th is m ay im press y o u r c lassm ates, you  w ill be g iv - 
ing up p rec ious tim e th a t cou ld  be used  fo r rev iew  
and co rrec tion . H ow  you deal w ith  anx ie ty  a fte r the 
test is im portan t too. L e t it go. The test is over.
A nd un til you see  the score, you do no t know  
how  you  did. R em em ber, a test score is only a m ea- 
sure o f  how  you scored  on a test. It does no t m ea- 
sure yo u r se lf-w orth , it is no t an ind ica tio n  o f  your 
ab ility  to co n tribu te  to society, and it does no t de- 
te rm in e  w h e th e r o r n o t y o u ’ll be  su ccess fu l and 
happy  in life. K eep th ings in p e rspec tive , and y o u ’ll 
find  yo u r anx iety  w ill be your frien d  and n o t your 
enemy.
F o r m ore in fo rm atio n  on te s t tak in g  and test 
anxiety , stop by the S tuden t R esource  C en ter in the 
N ovatney  B u ild ing .
Photo illustration by Matt Miller
Global Connections: Your map to the world
By Elizabeth Schelle 
UAS Study Abroad Director
This week’s focus is on Alicia Nelson, a UAS sophomore studying at the University o f Caen in France for this 
academ ic year through the International 
Student Exchange Program (ISEP). Alicia 
is finishing up an A.A. degree and may be 
working toward a law degree in the future. 
She was bom and raised in Canada and went 
to a French im m ersion school for eight 
years. She went to high school at Juneau- 
D ouglas High School (JDHS) and took 
French courses there. A t the U niversity o f 
Caen she is able to study the French lan- 
guage as well as take courses o f interest to 
her for her future educational goals. Here 
are some excerpts from her e-mail messages 
to date —  all part o f the adventure o f  ad- 
justing to life in a different country!
“Sept. 29. . . I am doing good. I ar- 
rived safely in Paris and my m om  and I 
spent a couple great days touring that w on- 
derful city. We then headed to Frankfurt, 
G erm any w here we visited an aunt and 
uncle o f mine and had a great time. After 
this wonderful week, we got to my dorm at 
the University o f Caen and spent a night 
here. It was a semi-awful experience and 
there were some serious thoughts about just
hopping back on the plane and heading back 
to Juneau, but we went away for the week- 
end and visited some other areas o f France 
and I did return and am giving it a try.
Europe, and especially this university, 
has made me realize how spoiled we are as 
Americans and it is quite hard to adjust to 
the changes over here. Europeans are not 
as up-to-date 
as we are in 
hygiene and 
o ther areas, 
so I am  
le a rn in g  to 
use a to ile t 
w ith o u t a 
to ile t sea t 
and  sh are  
two showers 
with 20 other 
m en and 
women. The 
showers and 
toilets are all in one area on each floor and 
there is only one toilet and the room is deco­
rated nicely with mold and the last o f the 
paint specks that were put there more than 
a hundred years ago when this building was 
last renovated. Anyway, as you can tell it is 
quite an interesting experience living here.
I have finished my first two weeks o f my 
French courses which have also had a little 
culture shock to them. The teachers never 
show up earlier than 10 minutes AFTER 
the class was supposed to start, but if  you 
as a student walked in late, wow the whole 
building would know !!!!!
I am still trying to figure out my classes
and everything 
that the ISEP 
program offers 
here , b u t you 
w ou ld  be 
amazed at how 
u n o r g a n iz e d  
this university 
is. The first day 
I arrived I spent 
an hour and a 
h a lf  try in g  to 
find out how to 
get to my room 
and I was even- 
tually sent back to the first building I was 
in and they gave me my room without a 
problem. It is very frustrating for me when 
I waste my time with people who think it is 
a good joke to send the American every- 
where! . . .  I know it sounds like I am hav- 
ing a hellish time, which it often seems that
way, but I am enjoying the time I have to 
travel and am trying to meet people. It is 
impossible to leam French since I live in 
an exchange student dorm and everyone 
speaks English, but at times I am happy for 
this.
I have just returned from a five-day trip 
to Budapest, Hungary and Vienna, Austria 
with a new friend o f mine from Georgia. 
We had that much time off because they 
found a bomb on campus from the war and 
so they were blowing it up since they were 
afraid to move it for fear it would go off 
then. This was quite interesting for me and 
a little FREAKY for me so I got as far away 
as I could!
There is one more week left o f my 
French classes and then I am going to go 
on another trip because we have a week and 
a ha lf before classes start. We are not sure 
where we are going yet so I will keep you 
posted. Budapest was absolutely wonder- 
ful and Vienna was even better! We got 
the chance to go see a real opera at the 
Vienna Opera House that was absolutely in- 
credible. My other favorite thing in Vienna 
was Sigmund Freud’s house which has been
Continued on page 12
. . .  They found a bomb on campus 
from the war and so they were 
blowing it up since they were 
afraid to move it for fear it would 
go off then. This was quite inter- 
esting for me and a little FREAKY 
for me so I got as far away as I 
could!
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Uplifting holiday musical premieres
Perseverance Theatre's "King Island Christmas" is family fare
By Heather Montez 
Whalesong Reporter
D on’t m iss the w orld premiere o f "King Island Christmas." The mul- t ig e n e ra t io n a l cas t co m b in es  
som e fam iliar and some new faces and 
entertains w ith a rousing choral interpre- 
tation o f Jean Rogers' ch ildren’s book.
T h e  m u s ic a l ,  w in n e r  o f  th e  
F red erick  Loew e Aw ard, w hich salu tes 
a p ro m is in g  new  A m erican  m u sica l, 
w as  w r i t t e n  by  fo r m e r  J u n e a u i te  
D eb o rah  B aley  B rev o o rt w ith  m usic  
co m p o se d  by  D av id  F r ied m an . The 
p lay  is d iffe ren t than  w hat u sually  a t- 
trac ts  aud iences to P erseverance  T he- 
a tre , bu t from  w here I w as s ittin g , it 
d id n ’t seem  to phase  the aud ience  one 
b it. The house w as packed , and em o- 
tions w ere ex h ib ited  by the young  and 
o ld  alike.
The sto ry  beg ins w ith  the K ing  Is - 
landers w a itin g  fo r th e ir  p rie s t to ar- 
r iv e  on C h ris tm as  E ve. T he v illa g e  
c h u rc h  h as  b e e n  d a rk  s in c e  F a th e r  
C arro ll has b een  gone and the v illa g - 
ers a re  w a itin g  fo r h im  to re tu rn  to 
lig h t the C hristm as cand les tha t start 
th e ir C hristm as ce leb ra tio n . The v il- 
lag e rs  fea rs  th a t C h ris tm as w ill not 
com e because  the boat carry ing  F a ther 
C arro ll w ill be stranded , is soon rea l- 
ized  w hen the  boat N orth  S tar rad ios 
they are no t able to com e in to the is - 
lan d  b ecau se  o f  a sto rm . The sea  is 
calm  in the lee  o f  the island, bu t th is 
is on the o th e r side o f  the m ountain . 
The v illagers  decide they w ill w ork  to - 
g e th er and carry  the oom iak  over the 
m ounta in  and re triev e  F ather C arro ll.
Perform ed as an oratorio sung and 
narrated by the actors, the sim ple story 
is full o f  little life lessons throughout that 
seem ed to tug at your heart strings, make 
you w ant to jum p up and shout and re- 
think your life all at the same time. It 
portrays the sim pleness o f  Christmas and 
looks at w hat is really important in life—  
love, friends, people working together, 
and sharing. I t ’s easy to get caught up in
the mem orable musical tunes and I found 
m yself singing, “Over the M ountain” and 
“O n K ing  Island , K ing Is la n d ” on the 
w ay hom e. A t tim es the m usic  h ad  a 
fo lk  s ty le  to it and o ther tim es it fe lt 
like  you w ere  in the m iddle o f  a sp ir i- 
tu a l re v iv a l or on a tro p ica l is lan d .
W a tc h in g  e n te r ta in m e n t  l ik e  th is  
m akes me rea lize  how  lucky  w e are to 
have these ta len ted  peo p le  here  in  Ju- 
neau . D o n ’t m iss th is fam ily  ho liday  
affair.
R egu lar show  tim es are T hursdays 
at 7:30 p .m ., F ridays and  S atu rdays at
8 p.m ., Sundays at 6 p.m. w ith the ex- 
ception o f  the final Sunday perform ance 
which is Dec. 21 at 2 p.m. There will be 
tw o pay-as-you-can  perform ances on 
Wednesday, Dec. 3 and Wednesday, Dec. 
10 at 7:30 p.m . Tickets are available at 
H earthside Books.
P hoto  b y  M a r t M iller
The isolated residents o f King Island succeed in getting their oomiak over the mountain in Perseverance Theatre's production 
of "King Island Christmas" that runs through December 21st.
Wilkens...
Continued from page 3
were given on research and rural education, as well as an 
update on the internal program reviews initiated by UA 
President Komisar. Research, particularly basic research, 
is a difficult issue for many legislators and much of the 
public to understand because the results seems so remote 
from our daily lives. UAF Provost Jack Keating gave a 
very informative presentation that resulted in a lively dis- 
cussion and an enhanced understanding of the important 
role basic research plays in Alaska’s development.
The agenda for the next meeting will include updates 
on the internal program reviews as well as discussion of 
issues, such as deferred maintenance, that will be signifi- 
cant issues during the coming legislative session.
Our university needs the strong support of the Legis- 
lature. That support will come from a Legislature that is 
educated not only about the general organization and op- 
eration of the university system, but also about the ben- 
efits derived from the university by the people o f Alaska. 
No legislator wants to harm the University of Alaska. No 
one wants to manage it in place of the Board of Regents, 
but we do want to understand it.
From that understanding will come commitment; 
from the commitment will come support; from the sup- 
port will come funding; and from that funding will come 
a world-class university system of which all Alaskans, 
including the Legislature, can be proud.
Sen. Wilkens is a Republican from Fairbanks. He rep- 
resents District O, which includes the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks, in the Alaska State Legislature.
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N a t u r e ' s
Air show
Alaskan and Yukon students witness 
the fall congregratton of Bald eagles
Students from U A S  were among those who observed  
this unique and awe-inspiring event that occurs every 
fall along the banks o f the Chilkat River. O rganized to 
coincide with the eagle's annual feeding event, the 
Alaska Ba ld  Eag le  Festival in Haines draws visitors 
from all over the country and around the world. This 
year's festival, he ld  Novem ber 7-9, a lso  featured 
unique opportunities to view eagles up close and talk 
with som e o f the Am erican and Canadian biologists 
and veterinarians who have made this magnificent 
raptor their life's work.
free again
A rehabilitated juvenile eagle enjoys free flight once again as dozens of cameras 
click away. A  total of five eagles, previously wounded and then nursed back to 
health, were released during the Festival. The Gei Sun Dancers, below, cel­
ebrate the occasion with a Tlingit eagle dance. Volta, a 10-year-old male that was 
permanently disabled after a run-in with a power line, eyes a potential meal at 
right. Since Volta can no longer return to the wild, he's permanently in the care of 
staff and volunteers at the Alaska Raptor Rehabilitation Center in Sitka.
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Mine!
An eagle swoops across the river and later engages in a heated 
tete-a-tete with a buddy over lunch, above and right. At far right, 
the object of their desire, one of the thousands of the late season 
chum salmon that migrate up the Chilkat River each fall to 
spawn. This valley is perhaps the biggest eagle hotspot in the 
state -- if not in North America -  with as many as 3,284 eagles 
counted in December of 1993. Bill Zack, state parks ranger 
and manager of the Alaska Chilkat Bald Eagle Preserve, said 
they estimated more than 2,000 eagles during this year's 
Festival with still more migrating in. Most of the eagles spent 
the weekend spread out along the entire length of the lower 
river or on the opposite bank from spectators.
on, look!
Students watch as eagles swoop and dive all around them. Over 70 students 
from UAS and over a dozen students from Yukon College in Whitehorse traveled 
to Haines for the Festival. UAS students, both on and off campus, organized a 
weekend trip to Haines that was capped with a potluck dinner. A few of the 
students had assignments tied to the trip, but most went just for the fun of it. Dr. 
Dennis Russell, UAS biology professor, sa id  it "was the best and most 
informative Eagle Festival ever," and he credits the latest trip's success and 
the increased participation to student organizers which included Collyn Pilgren, 
Larry Tucker, Wendy Sydney, and Dawn Murphy.
Photographs and Text by Matt Miller
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Adjunct faculty debate union membership
Votes to he counted Dec. 2
By Eileen Wagner 
Whalesong Reporter
Steve  L evi is angry. H e has been  an ad junct in - s tru c to r at the U n iv e rs ity  o f  A laska-A nchorage  (U A A ) for 24 years and he has no t gotten  a ra ise  
since  1980.
Levi is o rg an iz ing  a d rive  fo r un ion  m em bersh ip  
am ong an estim ated  1,075 adjunct (part-tim e) instruc- 
tors th roughou t the U n iv e rs ity  o f  A laska  (U A ) sy s- 
tem. B allo ts  have been m ailed  to a ll the ad junct in - 
s truc to rs  around  the  sta te  and they m ust vote by D ec. 
2 on w h e th er or no t they  su p p o rt u n ion iza tion .
U n iv ers ity  ad m in is tra to rs  are concerned  th a t i f  
the vo te  p asses , it w ill u ltim a te ly  m ean  th a t less 
c lasses w ill be o ffered  as the cost o f  em ploy ing  p art- 
tim e facu lty  rises.
A djuncts teach  a m axim um  o f  15 cred its  a year 
and are un d er co n trac t to teach  each  course  on an 
ind iv idual basis. They m ake about $2 ,000-52,300 per 
course  (versus $ 5 ,0 0 0 -$ 6 ,0 0 0  fo r fu ll-tim e  facu lty ) 
and  rece iv e  no b en efits  and  no guaran tee  o f  co n tin - 
ued  em ploym ent. L evi said  ad junct facu lty  are som e- 
tim es bum ped  from  th e ir  p o s itio n s  by  v is itin g  fac - 
u lty  tak in g  “ w ork ing  v a ca tio n s .”
“T each in g  as an a d ju n c t is a j o b ,” sa id  L ev i, 
“peo p le  m aneuver th e ir lives a round  it. I w ork  at 
o th e r jo b s  to be ab le to co n tin u e  do ing  th is .” O ne o f 
L e v i’s c lasses is a d is tan ce  ed u ca tio n  class w ith  an 
en ro llm en t o f  105. “The b reak -ev en  p o in t fo r the 
u n iv e rs ity  is 13-14 studen ts  p e r c lass . The u n iv e r- 
s ity  is m aking  b ig  bucks o f f  ad juncts  like  m e who 
are g rad ing  105 m id term s and  105 fin a l ex am s.”
M ike H ostina, labo r re la tio n s  co o rd in a to r fo r the 
U n iv e rs ity  o f  A laska , said  the  u n iv e rs ity  is opposed  
to the  ba llo t in itia tive . The concern  is that, i f  a union 
vo te  passes, the un iversity  w ould  then  be dealing  w ith 
th ree  academ ic  un ions, and  i f  they  have  to pay  ad- 
ju n c ts  m ore, it w ill m ean th a t they  w ill cu t b ack  the 
num ber o f  c lasses o ffered , he said .
H ostina  said  the issue  w as ra ised  abou t a year 
ago w hen the A laska  L ab o r R e la tio n s  A gency  w as 
ap p roached  to certify  a new  b a rg a in in g  un it, the ad - 
ju n c ts . The un iv ers ity  w as co n ce rn ed  th a t the ad- 
ju n c ts  rep resen ted  too b road  a g roup  to be lum ped 
to g e th er in to  one b arg a in in g  un it.
“T hese peop le  are p a rt-tim e  in s tru c to rs  fo r a v a - 
rie ty  o f  re a so n s ,” sa id  H o stin a . “ A sm all num ber 
w an t to be h ired  on to tenure  track  p o sitions, b u t m ost 
are p ro fess io n a ls  in  one fie ld  o r a n o th e r w ho like
teach ing , or w ho like  to p ro v id e  a serv ice  to the com - 
m u n ity .”
M ost ad ju n c t facu lty  do n o t need  or w an t h ig h er 
pay  or b en e fits  becau se  they  a lready  are co v ered  by 
an o th er jo b , H o stin a  said . H e added  th a t th e re  is a 
group o f  200 or m ore  ad ju n c t facu lty , m o stly  in  the 
A nchorage  area, w ho w an t to be h ired  on as reg u la r 
facu lty . It is from  th is  g roup , the U n ited  A cadem ic  
A d junc ts, th a t the push  fo r u n io n iza tio n  is com ing.
H ostina said that one o f  the un iversity ’s m ain con- 
cerns w ith this vote is the fact that it w ill be decided by 
a m ajority  vote o f  the adjuncts who take the time to vote. 
M any adjuncts, thinking that benefits and unionization 
don’t pertain  to them , m ay neglect to vote, he said, and 
not realize the im plications for the university. H ostina 
added, “It w ill becom e m ore expensive to have classes 
taught by adjuncts. B enefits cost us about $400 a m onth 
per faculty m em ber. The net resu lt is that the university 
w ill no t be able to offer as m any classes.”
Adjunct spokesman Levi said that a survey was sent 
out to all adjuncts to ask what their main concerns were. 
A quarter o f the surveys were returned, and m ost o f  them 
named wage increases, health insurance, and continuity o f 
employment as their m ajor concerns. Levi said that if  the 
vote passes, the first thing the new union will do is de- 
velop a statewide board o f directors to pursue their claim.
New education tax credits cut college costs
By Eileen W agner 
W halesong R eporter
The new  H O PE S cholarsh ip  and L ifetim e L ea rn - ing  tax  c red it in c lu d ed  in the Tax R e lie f  A ct o f  1997 p rom ises to m ake an educa tion  at UAS 
an even  b e tte r ba rg a in  n ex t y ear than  it has been  in 
the  past. The new  in cen tiv es  m ay also  b oost e n ro ll­
m ents am ong  bo th  y o u n g er and re tu rn in g  studen ts.
The H O PE S cho larsh ip  p rov ides up to $1,500 tax 
c red it fo r tu itio n  and  req u ired  fees b eg inn ing  in  the 
tax  y ear 1998. S tudents m ust be enro lled  at least h a lf- 
tim e, and  the c red it app lies  to only  the 
f i r s t  tw o  y ea rs  o f  in s tru c tio n . T he 
c re d it is fo r 100 p e rc en t o f  the f ir s t  
$1 ,000  pa id  and 50 p e rcen t o f  the sec - 
ond $1,000 paid . It does no t app ly  to 
housing , food, o r books.
The c red it m ay be u sed  by the p e r- 
son claim ing the s tuden t as a dependent 
on th e ir  tax re tu rn  (u su a lly  p a ren ts .) A 
p a ren t w ith  two ch ild ren  a tten d in g  co l- 
lege  can c la im  a tax  c re d it o f  up to 
$3 ,000. The c red it is phased  out fo r 
taxpayers w ith ad ju sted  g ross incom es 
o f  $40 ,000 to $50 ,000  fo r sing le  file rs , 
and $80 ,000  to $100 ,000  fo r jo in t f i l - 
ers.
B arbara  B urnett o f  the UAS F in an - 
c ia l A id  O ffice  p o in ts  o u t th a t th is  
c red it w ould  com ple te ly  cover tu itio n  
fo r a local student to a ttend  UAS. R es i- 
d en t tu ition  fo r a fu ll load  o f  u n d e r- 
g rad u a te  c lasses is $852.
T he e ffe c tiv e  da te  o f  the  H O P E  
S cho larsh ip  is D ecem ber 31, 1997, and 
th is  is im p o rtan t to no te : any tu ition  
paid  befo re  th is da te , even  i f  it is fo r 
c lasses beg inn ing  nex t year, is no t e li- 
g ib le  fo r the tax c red it. B e sure to pay 
y o u r tu itio n  a f te r  the e ffec tiv e  date to 
en su re  e lig ib ility . B u rn e tt cau tio n s  
s tuden ts about p re -p ay in g  tu itio n  th is 
year, i f  they  w ish  to app ly  fo r the tax 
c red it. (H ow ever, in fu tu re  years, p a y - 
m ents m ade in the ca len d ar y ear b efo re  
en ro llm en t w ill app ly  to the c red it fo r 
tha t year, as long  as the c lass beg ins 
by M arch 31.)
T here  is a second  tax c red it a v a il- 
ab le to studen ts as w ell. The new  L ife - 
tim e L earn ing  tax  c red it is av a ilab le  to 
underg rad u ate  s tu d en ts, g rad u a te  s tu - 
dents, and adults going  back  to co llege.
It is a tax  c red it w o rth  up to 20%  o f  
th e  f ir s t  $ 5 ,0 0 0  o f  tu itio n  and  fees  
th rough  the y ear 2002, and up to 20%
o f  the f irs t $10 ,000 thereafter. A s tu d en t m ay a ttend  
less than  ha lf-tim e , h a lf-tim e , or fu ll-tim e , and re - 
ceive  the cred it.
The c red it is av a ilab le  fo r co lleg e  en ro llm en t a f- 
t e r  J u ly  1 ,  1998. It is p h ased  out at the sam e incom e 
levels as the H O PE Scholarsh ip . The L ifetim e L earn - 
ing  c red it canno t be c la im ed  in ad d itio n  to the H O PE 
S ch o la rsh ip , b u t a fam ily  m ay  c la im  the L ife tim e  
L earn in g  c red it fo r fam ily  m em bers n o t c la im ed  u n - 
d e r the H ope S cho larsh ip .
The C lin ton  ad m in is tra tio n  has m ade the  H O PE
Scholarsh ip  the cen te rp iece  o f  its 1997 education /tax - 
cu t p ack ag e , vow ing  to m ake the f irs t tw o y ears  o f  
co llege  the new  s tandard  fo r U .S. s tuden ts. The m ea- 
sures are a im ed  at m ak ing  co llege  ed u ca tio n  a ffo rd - 
ab le to the m a jo rity  o f  low - and m id d le -in co m e c iti- 
zens. W hen  fu lly  p h ased  in, 12.9 m illio n  s tu den ts  
are ex p ec ted  to b enefit.
B u rn e tt su g g ests  th a t in te re s ted  studen ts  look  at 
the fo llo w in g  tw o w eb sites fo r m ore in fo rm atio n : 
w w w .a a c c .n c h e .e d u  a n d  w w w .e d .g o v /b u d g e t /  
9 7918 tax .h tm l.
Where's Waldo (the Eagle)?
Photo by Matt Miller
There are at least eight eagles and one human in this picture. Can you find them? This picture w as taken during a recent 
morning on the banks o f the Chilkat River near Haines where thousands o f eagles congregate each fa ll to feed on the 
whiter chum run (See related story on pages 6 & 7).
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and Wetlands Plants.
Besides teaching, Russell is involved in other sci- 
entific endeavors that keep him  very busy. One o f these 
is his involvem ent in sea turtle research being done in 
Hawaii. His involvem ent began w hile he was there in 
1976. G eorge Balazs, another graduated student at the 
time, was doing research on the endangered species 
and asked R ussell i f  he would be w illing  to help him  
identify algae samples taken out o f  the sea turtles stom- 
achs. B alazs had a grant and was w illing to pay a small 
price so R ussell took him  up on the offer. The research 
has continued since then, and so has R u sse ll’s involve- 
m ent. “Every so often I get a package in the m ail from 
H aw aii w ith a new set o f  sam ples,” said  R ussell. The 
research team  is hoping to find the cause o f fibrous 
tumors that have been form ing on the sea turtles. They 
are looking at w hat m akes the turtles susceptible to the 
virus that causes the tum ors and the scientists are sure 
i t ’s connected to w hat the turtles eat. This makes Dr. 
R ussell’s part really im portant. Dr. R ussell said that 
the tum ors are not k illing  o ff the sea turtles but it can 
be life threatening to them. “I think there is going to 
be a breakthrough in the next m onth or so but i t ’s bad 
luck to talk about it.”
R ussell is actually one o f  the only people in the 
w orld w ho has the know ledge to identify seaw eed and 
other edibles from  green sea turtle sam ples. George 
Balazs brought this to R ussell’s attention and has of- 
fered him  an advance to w rite a m anual that w ill con- 
tain  R usse ll’s knowledge and experience. The m anual 
w ill assist o ther scientists in identifying the sam ples if  
R ussell ever decides to retire. R ussell traveled to H a- 
w aii this sum m er to discuss the book and has begun 
the process. “I hope to have 25 species done by the 
first o f  January and 100 species by the end o f next 
year,” R ussell said. “I w ant to take it up to 200 species 
before I ’m  done and then eventually expand the book
to include other species from  Florida, Taiwan and other 
areas.”
It was also at the U niversity  o f  H awaii that R ussell 
became interested in the Chinese culture and language. 
“I was a graduate student, teaching assistant, m anaged 
an apartm ent com plex and was a salesm an for a Chi- 
nese jew eler all at the same tim e.” He becam e good 
friends w ith the jew eler Puichan, learned som e o f  the 
language and has w anted to pursue it ever since. R ussell 
presented a paper on som e o f  his sea turtle findings in 
Beijing, China in 1995, and m et a fellow  who said he 
could stay w ith him  i f  he ever decides to com e back. 
Russell w ould love to teach in China, to study the lan- 
guage and see w hat they are doing in m arine biology 
and farming. “There are thousands o f miles o f  coast lines 
thick w ith sea farm s. They raise everything,” R ussell 
said. His tentative p lan is to go to China in the sum m er 
o f 1999 and then take a sabbatical for h a lf  a year or a 
full year if  funding w ill perm it. R ussell and his w ife 
Chris have already taken a year o f  C hinese class and 
speak it to each other at home.
The other half o f R ussell’s “spare” time goes towards 
eagles. He became interested in eagles his first year in Ju- 
neau. During the July 1994 opening o f The American Bald 
Eagle Foundation C enter, C hancellor M arshall L ind 
brought Russell to Haines and introduced him to the sci- 
entists that were involved with the Center. Russell became 
well aquainted with them and was asked to serve on the 
board o f directors o f the Foundation. “The directors want 
the University o f  Alaska Southeast to be the num ber one 
focal point for research, said Russell.
Last year during the November board m eeting at the 
eagle festival, he was asked to be the director o f  the new 
Jay Hammond Research Institute which is located here in 
Juneau. “I said 'Okay, I ’ll do the best I can. I ’m not a bird 
man; I ’m a marine biologist',” said Russell. “But when an 
opportunity comes up you need to be brave enough to say 
'Yes, I ’ll try.' Go in there and try your best. You’ve got to 
be able to be flexible.” Now that the Institute is estab- 
lished, plans have begun to build a two story building here 
in Juneau. The Jay Hammond Research institute w ill be a
b ran ch  o f  the  A m erican  
Bald Eagle Foundation, and 
will include a raptor center, 
field research offices, and
educational components that UAS students and teachers 
will be able to use.
“The institute is coming because the university is here. 
The university is so very important, plus we have a very 
large number o f  scientists in Juneau and all o f  these people 
can be involved in this institute one way or the other.” 
Russell said the board hopes that in the future scientists 
from all around the United States and the world will want 
to come to the institute to study.
This institute already has wide support from the scien- 
tists and businesses in Juneau. “I believe this institute will 
have enough money to start building in two years.” The 
city o f Juneau is behind it and have come up w ith six areas 
where it can be built and they will donate the property. Some 
o f the property is right next door to campus. “It will be 
coming soon, I ’m really confident o f that.”
Right now in Haines they are putting up the walls for 
an addition to the current center. The upper floor o f the 
new edition is being built specifically for UAS students. 
Russell said the facility will have a place for six to eight 
students to bunk, a small kitchenette a place for two fac- 
ulty members, and a lab for research. “The walls are going 
up right now. Next time we go to Haines, students will have 
a place to bunk, eat, and do research in the Chilkat Valley, 
said Russell.
Russell just returned from the Haines eagle festival and 
said, “We had no fewer than 60 UAS student up there and 
probably 10 that came on their own.”
It’s evident that Russell has a love for his teaching and 
for his students. “I don’t see students as someone I ’ve got 
to teach. I see it as developing their lives. I f  there is any- 
thing I want to do more, it's to show them how exciting life 
can be. When they go out into nature I want the whole world 
to come alive for them,” Russell said. “I see students as the 
most valuable part o f my life. I f  there is any eternity after 
death it will be through what I ’ve contributed to their lives, 
that will be my eternal life. M y continuous dotted line after 
I ’m  gone will be in their lives, what they do and their influ- 
ence on others.”
Russell completed his perfect Juneau package last De- 
cember when he married UAS student and former Hawai- 
ian, Chris Wyatt. He said he recognized Chris as a Hawai- 
ian girl right away. “She walks and talks and acts like a 
Hawaiian girl. They're special. You can definitely spot an 
island girl.”Menial Health Services at HAS
By Crystal H uskey 
W halesong R eporter
A
t the beginning o f  the sem ester, 
the S tudent Senate w as consid- 
ering passing  a  bill that w ould allo- 
cate $5,000 to help s tuden t services 
fund  m en ta l h e a lth  co u n se lin g  at 
UAS.
The M ental H ealth  Service, pre- 
viously run by Juneau M ental Health 
em p loyee  K aren  F o rre s t, w as  cut 
fro m  th is  y e a r ’s b udget. B ruce 
G ifford, regional director o f  student 
services, w as approached by Student 
S e n a te  V ice  P re s id e n t  V en ie tia  
Caruso about having Student govern- 
m ent help fund the services. “This 
is the first time I ’ve ever had a group 
come by and say, hey w e think this 
is im portant and w ere even going to 
consider paying fo r it” said Gifford. 
Caruso presented the bill, w hich was 
for a contract not w ith the university, 
but w ith Juneau M ental Health, to the 
Student Senate in  Septem ber. At that 
time, the bill was defeated.
Senator A u tum n  L ow rey  once 
again presented the b ill in  October. 
A t this time, several students started 
to ra ise  concerns about th is  issue. 
K elli Wood, a senior studying liberal 
arts a t UAS and a  fo rm er s tuden t 
senator, encouraged the student sen- 
ate to take this issue to the students 
by conducting a survey.
A cco rd in g  to the  su rvey , the 
$5,000 would be used to have a coun- 
se lo r on cam pus fo r a  to ta l o f  15 
hours a w eek- ten hours for ind i- 
vidual sessions and five hours fo r 
group sessions. Last sem ester, a to- 
tal o f  64 students used the m ental
health services. 
D u rin g  the  N ov. 7 S tudent S en - 
a te  m eeting , G iffo rd  in fo rm ed  the  
sena te  that he  w as w orking on a w ay 
to fund  the serv ice  w ith o u t the  h e lp  
f  the S tuden t Senate. “I don’t w ant 
to ask  s tu d en ts  fo r the m oney,”  Said 
G iffo rd . “I f  w e w orked on g e tting  
e ig h t to ten hours a w eek, I w ould  
n o t be com ing  to  you fo r  m oney, i t  
w o u ld  b e  fu n d e d  o u t o f  s tu d e n t  
s e rv ic e ’s b u d g e t,” he added.
G iffo rd  also in form ed the S tu- 
den t Senate tha t the  serv ices w ou ld  
no t start u n til nex t sem ester. A c- 
co rd in g  to G iffo rd , i f  the p roposa l 
w ith  m ental health  serv ices d o esn ’t 
w ork out then he m ay co n sider try - 
ing to  get a co n trac t w ith  one o f  the 
local school d is tric t’s psychologists. 
“W ere go ing  to have th is [m ental 
h e a lth  s e rv ic e s ]  o n e  w ay o r  a n - 
o th e r,” sa id  G ifford .
These actions by G ifford  led the 
S tudent S enate to tab le  the b ill in - 
defin ite ly . S enator W onder R ussell 
said , “I d o n ’t th ink  studen t g o v ern - 
m en t sh o u ld  fu n d  th is b ill becau se  I 
d o n ’t see an overw helm ing need  fo r 
th is  serv ice . B y pu tting  out the  s tu - 
den t survey, we have  shown in te r- 
est in s tu d e n t’s needs and 1 th in k  
that h as  show n the  u n iversity  w hat 
the student w ants. 1 th ink  tha t B ruce 
has really  helped us out by going out 
o f  h is  w ay to look  for o ther a lte rn a - 
tives.”
Vice President Caruso stated, “ I 
think we did w hat we set out to do. I 
think we m ade it known to the adm in- 
istration that there’s a need right now  
for this service. Wc stood up and let 
the student’s voice be heard.”
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M edia  S erv ices fast-forwards into the 21st Century
By Eileen W agner 
W halesong R eporter
It’s handy to have a low-tech tape recorder on when talk- ing to Susan Warner of the University of Alaska Southeast's Media Services. Words that probably didn’t even exist 
five years ago keep popping out o f her mouth. She talks fast - 
she has to - and you can’t resist being caught up in the excite- 
ment o f life on the fast track o f technology.
The m ost rem arkable thing about W arner and her 
associates Jim  Gage, G loria M erry, and student assis- 
tant Arlo M idgett is that they have brought four new 
technologies into being ju s t this fall. The old analog 
satellites w ere converted to a new  digital satellite sys- 
tem  last summer, and 15 sites w ere brought up for d is -  
tance education. Polis, a new w eb-based class m anage- 
m en t sy stem , and  C au cu s, a w eb -b ased  co m p u te r 
conferencing tool, have com e on line as well. And, as 
if  this isn ’t enough, a scanning and CD-ROM  station 
has been set up w here students can m ake their own CD- 
ROMs.
“I ’m in a continuous state  o f  having to educate 
m yself on how  to use these kinds o f  tools,” said Warner. 
“I subscribe to about 30 trade m agazines a m onth, my 
little  w indow  on these technologies. Our job  is to stay 
current. I read all the tim e. I never do only one thing at 
a time. Besides, I think i t ’s fun. I w ouldn’t be doing it 
i f  I d idn’t think it was fun .”
W arner said M edia Services does four or five m ain 
things: they help support distance education, train people 
in m edia technologies, help support conferencing (au- 
dio, video, and two-way video), and perform  the tradi- 
tional A-V role o f circulating slide projectors, m aintain- 
ing all the equipm ent on cam pus, and teaching students 
to shoot and edit video.
The first o f  M edia Serv ices’ functions is the sup- 
port o f  distance education. “D istance education is ju s t 
exploding,” said Warner. “As the web is becom ing m ore 
distributed, everyone is looking at how we can have a 
presence there and serve A laskans through technology. 
C lin ton’s m andate that all schools be connected to the 
web is forcing the deploym ent o f  this connectivity out, 
further down the capillaries, i t ’s a great opportunity to 
offer education at distant sites.”
One o f the principal clients o f the distance educa- 
tion program  is the group o f  m ilitary bases in A laska, 
which includes E ielsen A ir Force Base, Ft. W ainwright 
and Ft. Greeley. UAS provides the bases with two classes 
per sem ester, three sem esters per year, in two specific 
areas - a tw o-year m aster’s program  in public adm inis- 
tration, and a four-year bachelor’s in business adm inis- 
tration. O ther rem ote sites w ith UAS students enrolled 
are Bethel, Nome, K odiak, Homer, and several South- 
east sites. This fall, Juneau, Sitka, and K etchikan have 
student enrollm ents totaling 2,868 credit hours.
W arner said that although UAS faculty teach the 
classes, and UAS gets the tuition, distance education is 
not as lucrative as it m ight seem. “D istance ed is expen- 
sive. There are a lot o f  hidden costs. We have to pay 
for the satellite transponder time, for studio production 
capabilities, for staff w ith expertise,” she said.
The technical support M edia Services provides takes 
m any form s. The m ost m ature o f the technologies is the 
satellite system, developed in the 1940’s, which is a one- 
w ay  v id e o  an d  tw o -w a y  au d io , w ith  re a l- t im e  
interactivity. Current thinking is that interactivity  is the 
essence o f  the student-faculty  relationship, and W arner 
and her group have developed two new ways to increase 
interaction.
Polis is a web-based tool with which faculty can 
post assignm ents, reading lists, and links to other sug- 
gested  m ateria ls . C aucus is a w eb-based  com pu ter 
conferencing tool. Students may communicate with other 
students or with faculty, and respond to questions.
“We have to coach the faculty,” said Warner. “ How 
do you invite students to participate.’ W hat will you do 
in the classic lecture style? What do you want to do that’s 
going to have a rich experiential factor'.’ Is this technol- 
ogy a tool that would w ork in your class? They have to 
make the m igration from traditional sage on the stage 
to m ethodologies that work better with distributed learn- 
ing techniques."’
Students are putting pressure on faculty to do more 
with technology. The Teaching and Learning Technol- 
ogy Roundtable (TLTRT) is a group o f  faculty, staff, 
.students and adm inistrators who work to help faculty 
and students - but mostly faculty - adopt technology in 
the classroom .
One faculty m em ber who is very enthusiastic about 
using technology is Robert Sewell. In his Psychology
101, a large lecture class o f 90 
students, he said, “I do a fair 
am ount o f  lecture. The use o f 
Pow er Point is a very effective 
w ay to accent the presentation.
O nce we start using it students 
a c tu a lly  ta k e  m o re  n o te s .
People ju s t rivet on it. The im - 
ages are astoundingly clear and 
grab studen ts’ attention. I am 
very im pressed with the pow er 
o f  it. I ’d recom m end it to any- 
one who does content o r survey 
classes w here lecture is a big 
part o f  it.”
The m ost interactive o f the 
techno log ies that M ed ia  Ser- 
vices offers is video teleconfer- 
encing, in which both audio and 
video are two-way. The F isher- 
ies program  uses it extensively, 
but it has lim ited use now be- 
cause it requires dedicated, and 
very expensive, telephone lines.
R ight now  only urban areas in 
A laska have enough te lecom - 
m unication  connectiv ity  to be 
a b le  to a tta c h  the  te rm in a l 
equipm ent.
H o w ev e r, W arn e r sa id ,
“Business is absolutely driving 
th e  e v o lu tio n  o f  v id e o -  
conferencing technology. I t’s a 
great way to im prove m eetings, 
it’s a great savings o f m oney and 
tim e. Education is ju s t saying 
‘we can use that, too !’”
In a former life, W arner was 
a m usician (“I played anything 
w ith strings.” ) She trained as 
an electronic technician, orig i- 
nally as a way o f coping with 
re c o rd in g  e q u ip m e n t a t the 
A laska Folk Festival. “W hen 
the university hired m e in 1985, 
a one-piece cam corder had been 
in v e n te d  b u t th e  u n iv e rs ity  
d idn’t own it yet, so everything 
you’re seeing has happened over the last decade. I was 
hired to circulate 16 m m  films 12 years ago.”
After purchasing those first camcorders, W arner said 
that UAS used video m ostly  to record public speaking 
or perform ance classes. In 1990, they moved to the Egan 
Library, and W arner designed the first studio. They con- 
verted it to a four-cam era satellite origination studio in 
1991- this was the beginning o f a serious com m itm ent 
to distance education. The follow ing year, the video 
toaster system  was purchased, which allowed m ore video
production capabilities.
W arner po in ted  ou t that a ll the  m ed ia  equ ipm ent 
had b een  b o u g h t w ith  th e  p ro ceed s fro m  ed u ca tio n a l 
prod- u c ts  c re a ted  r ig h t th e re , o r fro m  g ran t m o n ey . 
The new- est technology is the scanning and digitizing 
station w here students can create their ow n C D -RO M s. 
"Hav- in  re m o v a b le  m ed ia  a llo w s  s tu d e n ts  to  w o rk  
on graphic in fo rm atio n  file s  o r  v e ry  la rg e  d a ta  file s , 
a n d  th e n  ta k e i t  o f f ,  n o t  l e a v e  i t  o n  f o r  th e  n e x t  
u se r . W e 're  m o v in g  in th e  d i r e c t io n  o f  d e s k - to p  
te c h n o lo g ie s  u s in g  re m o v a b lemedia as well as connectivity to the w eb.”
W arner also talked about the Smart C lassroom  Ini- 
tiative. Under grant funding they have obtained from 
the University o f  A laska President’s Office, M edia Ser- 
vices is looking at w ays to support faculty m em bers’ 
ability to integrate the new tools more and m ore into 
the regular classroom  and the distance ed classroom .
“W e’ve defined five levels o f how sm art a class-
room  can be,” said Warner.
1. The basic classroom has at least a chalkboard, over- 
head projector, TV, and VCR.
2. A faculty member brings a laptop and a portable 
data video projector to project data and use other com- 
puter-based tools in class.
3. Adding the “smart cart” portable multi-media cen- 
ter that has already been checked out 45 times in the first 
8 weeks o f school.
4. A fixed multi-media facility - the actual smart class- 
room: this will be in the library, room 105, hopefully by 
spring if  renovations are complete. It will feature an in- 
room sound system and “anything you can do on a com- 
puter” .
5. The studio facility for originating on-line program- 
ming which already is located in Media Services.
L isten ing  to Susan W arner talk about M edia Ser- 
v ices puts you on the cu ttin g  edge o f th ink ing  on 
bo th  techno logy  and education . “ We are the m ost 
p ro-technology outfit on cam pus. We can see the pos- 
s ib ilitie s  as app lied  to teach ing  and learn in g  and 
i t ’s a w ide-open v ista . People can do any th ing  they 
can im agine. W hat a great tim e! N obody knew  how 
fast the web was going  to go. One o f  the m ain thing:; 
th a t’s d riv ing  changes is the deploym ent o f  the web 
I t’s changing  not ju s t how you can d e liv e r p rog ram - 
m ing, but how those ac tiv itie s  are conducted . For 
instance, th e re ’s a lot o f  d iscussion  about how m ean- 
ing d o e sn ’t tran sfe r w ith  in fo rm ation , but is co n - 
struc ted  by the lea rn er,” she said. “W hen you con- 
nect peers in a ne tw ork , and get aw ay from  the d i- 
rect b roadcast m odel, w hen everyone is a p eer and 
p artic ip a tin g  equally , you get group co n struction  o f 
know dedge, and th a t’s qu ite  a d iffe ren t thing. All 
these techno log ies and app lica tio n s  are in the ir in - 
fancy - w e ’re ju s t m aking  this up as we go along! 
And so i t ’s up to us to figure out the w ays that take 
advan tage  o f  the new  te ch n o lo g ie s . How does this 
im prove learn ing? How does it im prove the ex p eri- 
ence fo r the s tuden t?  T h a t’s the challenge, and there 
are end less p o ssib ilitie s . W hat a great tim e!”
"We can see the possibilities as 
applied to teaching and learning 
and it's a wide-open vista. People 
can do any thing they can imagine. 
What a great time!"
Photo by Mott Mtlltr
The full-time crew who w ork at the Media Services Center include, from left, 
Producer Gloria Merry, Director Susan Warner, and Media Specialist Joint Gage.
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Astrology for the weeks of Nov. 22-Dec. S
By The Dream Dragon
Sagittarius (Nov. 23-Dec. 21)
The week o f Nov. 23 sets the stage 
for intense soul searching. You are ac- 
tually moved by thoughts about family 
and home, and your longing pushes you 
into new levels and new beginnings 
around the New Moon in Sagittarius on 
the 29th-30th. You must express your- 
self. This is what this transit is all about. 
You may have been attracting bad part- 
ners, but it’s time to break that habit. 
This birthday will bring astonishing 
changes.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Domestic connections, love and 
enlightenment, at least about your cur- 
rent situations, are the beasts that you 
wrestle with in this period o f hyper- 
activity. Be careful o f burnout, but 
know that life really is turning in your 
direction. Forgive those around you, 
and try not to fall into that judgmental 
role. I f  others aren’t working as hard 
as you, it really doesn’t matter. Ev- 
eryone admires a Capricorn, so cheer 
up, your time is approaching.
Aquarius (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18)
The final week in November is 
one o f those turning points in your life 
and may require major decisions. If  
you have offended someone, this is the 
time to make up (yes, it may have been 
your fault). You can now work with 
groups and repair old damages, even 
with family. It is your Cosmic Aware- 
ness time o f year. Listen up!! Those 
voices are not your imagination.
Pisces (Feb. 19 - March 20)
This holiday week (whether you choose to 
participate in it or not) throws you into closer 
ties with a mate or best friend, which makes you 
feel more secure in home and family. However, 
the New Moon is in your career house, and one 
eye is seriously on your next career move. This 
is not a terribly surprising dichotomy for that oh- 
so-moving Pisces. You have always been able 
to predict tire future for others, now it is time to 
predict, and create, your own.
Aries (March 21-ApriI 20)
The New Moon is joining Pluto, a most 
powerful combination, which sends you to- 
ward travel, and fulfilling education goals at 
whatever cost. Romantic interludes can be 
especially intense and deep at this time. This 
is because you are learning some skills in 
compromise. This is an enormous step for an 
Aries. You are working awfu lly hard and 
others are leaning on you, but you may learn 
to like this. It is a blessing, not a burden, and 
you start seeing adventure in life.
Taurus (April 21-May 20)
There is a dynam ic Sun/Sagittarius, 
Pluto/Venus and Mars thing happening, and 
you are the monkey caught in the middle. If  
you feel that you are encountering situations 
from long ago, (deja vu with an especially 
disgusting rustic turn) it may be time to deal 
with some particularly unappealing issues. 
Cut some apron strings with the past, decide 
what you want, and move toward it. You 
may have been denying your talents in order 
to please others. You really do have talent, 
start to express it again, and the world will 
open for you.
Gemini (May 21 - June 20)
This is a very  serious and deep time for 
you in the relationship department. It is al- 
most as if  you are going through divorces and 
marriages on many levels, and with every re- 
lationship that is important to you. You re- 
ally need to avoid gossip, and in general you 
need to avoid revealing yourself to untrust- 
worthy individuals. Keep those innermost 
thoughts to the inner. You may be in store for 
many kinds of changes, so brace yourself, you 
need to be on top o f things.
Cancer (June 21 - July 22)
You try so hard to be there for every- 
one who needs you. The next few weeks 
show a lot o f strain in your field o f m an- 
agement. It seems you can never get enough 
done for everyone. Beware, like your other 
watery companion (Pisces) you may only 
think everyone needs your attention. If  you 
feel that people are putting a strain on your 
personal time J u s t don’t do it. It is never 
easy, but it certainly is simple. This can be 
a warm fuzzy romantic time for you. Just 
enjoy every moment.
Leo (July 23 - Aug. 22)
This is a great time to end any long-dis- 
tance relationships that you may have been 
nurturing. It is a practical Mars-in-Capri- 
corn thing. This may just be someone you 
have had a fling with and it is a great time to 
let it go. Staying closer to home is not so 
exciting, but it suits you much better. Avoid 
pointless arguments with co-workers and fam- 
ily, especially those religious, political things. 
You always think you’re right anyway, so why 
elicit any other opinion?
Virgo (Aug. 23 - Sept. 22)
Venus is conjunct Mars in Capricorn, 
this means that you are probably disturbed 
by your love life and your relationships at 
work You think others around you have 
ulterior motives, but could it be that you are 
the one who actually is never very  direct? 
If you have a complaint, do you really ex- 
press it to the other person? No, it’s just not 
nice. Well, this tendency to be such a nice 
guy backfires and you begin to feel inse- 
cure. Let it go. Enjoy the holiday and be 
grateful that anyone can relax around you!
Libra (Sept 23-Oct.22)
There is a thing at the end of this month 
where the sun enters Sag, conjoining Pluto, 
and plenty of other noteworthy planetary 
configurations which create an atmosphere 
for you to finally discuss those messy tilings 
that you have been avoiding. If you are not 
happy at work this is the time to let it be 
known and find a way to move on. You 
may have outgrown whatever position you 
are in. The same goes for friendships and 
romance. Wouldn’t  you rather go for a walk 
alone?
Scorpio (Oct. 23- Nov. 22)
This birthday seems to have you spin- 
ning and trying to balance the pressures of 
work and your personal schedule. You may 
have to deal with people who are less stable 
than you ( and less responsible!) which can 
be very  frustrating. However, you know 
what you want, you know that your goals 
are very serious and delightful. Just have 
patience, the rest of the world really is at 
your fingertips.
Students are taking a stab at fencing
By H eather M ontez 
W halesong R eporter
T he F e n c in g  C lu b  h a s  had  a s lo w  s ta r t ,  b u t i t  is n o w  p ic k in g  up speed. Currently, the group consists o f  
six to seven dedicated m em bers and senior Tif- 
fany Sargent, the student coordinator for the 
club, is hoping w ith the increased advertising, 
m ore students w ill com e to their Friday m eet- 
ings.
The Fencing Club had their second official 
m eeting Nov. 14, and are now planning to m eet 
e v e ry  F r id a y  fro m  6 :3 0 -8 :3 0  p .m . a t 
Harborview  E lem entary School. At the m eet- 
ings, students w ill be taught different moves 
and the basic techniques from  John Rice who 
is one o f the m em bers o f  the Juneau Fencing 
Club. His equipm ent w ill be used initially until 
the club is able to purchase some o f their own. 
Sargent is hoping to get funds from  Student 
Governm ent to purchase foils, masks, and vests 
for each m em ber and a couple o f  full suits that 
can be used for com petition. Sargent said that 
Rice is planning on getting people geared up 
and fencing righ t away.
Sargent h e rse lf  began  fencing last year 
while on an exchange program  to England and 
was excited w hen she knew people were inter- 
ested in fencing as a club at the university.
“I t ’s a lot o f  fun. I t’s a lo t o f exercise but 
i t ’s not very aggressive. The exercise is more 
w ith your brain. T here’s a lot o f thought pro- 
cess,” Sargent said. “I t ’s kind o f like chess with 
swords.” Sargent encourages anyone and every- 
one to come. “Come to participate or come just 
to watch. W hatever you do yo u ’ll have lots o f
fun ,” Sargent said. “W hen I was in England 
there  w ere people that w ere short, tall, fat, 
skinny. I f  you can breathe and stand you can 
do it.”
S arg en t said  w hen m em bers becom e a 
little  b it b e tte r  there  w ill be p o ssib ilitie s  o f 
com peting  w ith som e o f  the o ther fencers  in 
tow n.
In the future, the club is hoping to becom e 
affiliated w ith the International Fencing A sso- 
ciation w hich will cover insurance needs. Next 
sem ester the club wants to increase their m eet- 
ing times to two nights a w eek and hopefully 
m ove to Auke Bay School so students w on’t 
have to deal with finding transportation down- 
town. To alleviate part o f that problem  now, 
Sargent is trying to acquire the student shuttle 
van that w ill be able to take people downtown 
from  the university.
Sargent w ill be g raduating  nex t sem es- 
te r and hopes som eone w ill be  en thusiastic  
enough to keep the group going. F o r m ore 
general in fo rm ation  or questions abou t rides 
to m eetings, you can call T iffany  S argen t at 
790-8891 or e-m ail her at JSTAS4.
Photo by Matt Miller
Liberal arts major Thane Brow n (right) stays light on his feet and uses 
quick handwork to deflect the attack of MBA student Paul Hanson 
during a recent pick-up bout at the Harborview Elementary School.
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turned into a museum with a lot of his things in it — it was 
absolutely fantastic and I would definitely go back. I guess 
I should hurry up in here; the computer lab is in the dun- 
geon of this ancient university and is a little scary when 
everyone leaves. . .
Sept. 30. . . School is good. The dorm life is not like 
Juneau’s, but I am learning to deal with it. My favorite 
thing is that on the campus, or for that matter anywhere 
near campus, there is not a laundromat, so it is getting pretty 
common to see everyone’s sink washed underwear and 
jeans hanging out the window to dry!!! Man, I love this 
place!! ... Anyway, it is not as bad as it seems. It is actu- 
ally quite funny and learning to adjust has been quite an 
experience. Luckily the weather is beautiful here. ..
Oct. 1. . .  I am just writing you to let you know that I 
received your letter and that things are going good. I am 
off on a trip to Belgium, the Netherlands, Denmark, Swe- 
den, Norway, Germany and Luxembourg for a week and a 
half before school starts again so I will be leaving the day 
after tomorrow. . .
Nov. 3. . . Things are going great here, classes are 
hectic, but I am finally settling into a schedule. . . I have 
changed into the exchange student part of the University 
since I can obtain a French diploma specializing in 
Economy and Commerce. It is a year long and it will help 
me in my field of law since that is what I would like to go 
into after I finish at UAS. I was honored to be placed in 
the highest level for the exchange student classes; they are 
the equivalent of attending second year classes at the Uni-
versity with regular French students. I am starting to like 
things here, it took a little adjusting though!!
Nov. 24. . . Things are great here, classes are going 
really well. I enjoy them because they are in the direction 
of law and that is of course what I absolutely love! I have 
to do a project on women's rights in the United States for 
my final in my Juridicial French class and I have found 
alot of information on it. My mom has sent me lots of 
information that was around our house since we both have 
done speeches on that topic before. I am excited ..  .
. . . Otherwise things are great, loads of work! On 
Wednesday night we have a dinner for all the ISEP stu- 
dents for Thanksgiving; the coordinators here have ar- 
ranged it so that is really neat. On Thursdays I also have a 
dinner to go to and it is for all the American (and Cana- 
dian, like me!!) students that go to school here so that will 
be a lot of fun. There are a lot more American students 
here that I have not met so it will be a fun evening!
For the weekend I am heading to Frankfurt, Germany 
on Friday to visit my aunt and uncle who live there. We 
are going to celebrate a late Thanksgiving since my uncle 
is American. I am very excited. I should return on Mon- 
day morning, but some friends and I have been talking 
about going to EuroDisney and they have Monday off, so 
. .. Anyway, I will miss two classes, but I haven't missed 
any yet, even with all the traveling I have done so instead 
of catching the train back to Caen Monday morning from 
Paris I will just meet them there! EuroDisney is about a 
half hour away from Paris so we will catch the late train 
back to Caen that evening. We will only spend a day at 
EuroDisney since we have to be in class on Tuesday. I am 
hoping to return in June when my mom is here anyway 
since Paris is only two hours away from here . . .  That is 
about it for this side of the Continent today!"
Knowles...
Continued from page 1
Alaskan economy with those students.
Under his proposal,  the top 10 percent of all high 
school seniors would be offered a full four-year scholar- 
ship that would cover tuition and fees at any University 
of Alaska campus. Knowles expects as many as 600 stu- 
dents would be eligible, eventually costing the state as 
much as $2 million a year.
“It will go a long way to rewarding promising young 
Alaskans, and provide yet one more incentive for them 
to get their university degrees here,” Knowles said.
The governor will risk the Alaska Department of 
Education and university officials to look over the schol- 
arship program before submitting it in the form of a bill  
during the next legislative session. 
Knowles has not yet briefed legislators — particu- 
larly the Republican leadership— on his proposals. They 
will see the details of the funding: increase when he un- 
veils his entire state budget plan later this month. How- 
ever, some resistance is still expected when the Legisla- 
ture convenes in January. Republicans are committed to 
cutting another $50 million from next year’s $2.4 billion 
state budget, and. any increased funding for the univer- 
sity system may not materialize unless Knowles and other 
Democrats make concessions during the final days of 
the upcoming legislative session. 
Lind, however, remains confident. " I 'm  o p ti-  
mistic that they will see the value of some increase 
for the university, and I’m optimistic that we’ll get 
it.” he said.Getting to  know  your student government members
Photo by Matt Miller
Southeast Alaskan Tia Rose (left) was a surprise candidate during the last election.
By Crystal Huskey 
Whalesong Reporter
This is the  last segm ent on s tu d en t governm ent m em bers. Hopefully, this colum n has helped you to reco g n ize  th o se  s tu d e n ts  w ho have  been  
elected to rep resen t you-the s tu d en t body.
Tia (Theresa) Rose had no intention of being in- 
volved in student government. Much to her surprise, 
Rose was elected as a write-in candidate during the Sep- 
tember elections. “It’s definitely a learning experience,” 
said Rose. “I ’ve never been involved in politics be- 
fore.”
“I see student government becoming a really posi- 
tive group and I think students are really starting to pay 
attention to what’s going on. There’s more support for 
it [student government] this year,” she said. Rose serves 
on the Activities Committee and on the Public Relations. 
She is also involved in the new fencing club.
Rose, who is originally from Petersburg, Alaska, 
is a sophomore majoring in elementary education. Rose
chose to attend UAS for several reasons. “They [UAS] 
were the most helpful in getting me set up to go to col- 
lege. I visited the campus and the faculty and staff were 
very helpful and polite,” said Rose.
Rose has no plans of leaving Juneau. “I love my 
teachers, classes, housing-everything about it. I don’t 
think anywhere else could come close to comparing with 
UAS”, said Rose.
During the summer, Rose can probably be found 
in Seward, Alaska. She spent last summer living in her 
Volkswagen bus for four months while working in 
Seward, and she would love to do that again this sum- 
mer.
E d ito r 's  no te: We were also scheduled to run a pro- 
file on Robb Benitz, but it is unclear whether he is still 
a member of Student Government. He has not officially 
resigned, but we have been told that he intends to sub- 
mit a letter of resignation at the Dec. 12 meeting. Our 
reporter has noticed that Benitz has not attended the last 
few student government meetings.
UAS Classifieds
Lost and Found
LOST: Black Parker pencil in computer lab 
Nov. 10. Great sentimental value and it's engraved 
"We love you, M om ." Please return to computer 
lab personnel. Thank You.
For Sale
1976 Toyota Corolla SR5: Runs great! $950 or 
best offer. Also, 9-inch color TV with remote. Only 
$60. Call Danielle at 790-3229 fo r  more informa- 
tion.
Miscellaneous
A Turkey Bowl will be held Wednesday, Nov. 26 at 
3p.m. in the Mourant Courtyard. Contestants will 
"bowl" with a frozen turkey to win prizes.
The campus will be closed fo r  the Thanksgiving 
holiday Nov. 27 and 28.
Egan Library will also be closed but will reopen for  
regular library hours on Nov. 29 (l-5p .m ) and 
Nov. 30 (1-8p.m.).
Copier cards fo r the Egan Library's new 
double-sided copy machine are available for  
purchase at the Circulation Desk. These re-useable 
cards may be purchased in $5, $10, or $20 amounts. 
Faculty and departmental cards may also be 
obtained at the Circulation Desk.
The Community Council o f the 
Residence Hall is selling $10 care 
packages for students that will be 
delivered before finals week. Call Timi 
at 465-6489. Orders due Dec. 5.
UAS Students... Do you have something to 
advertise? Take advantage o f our FREE  
classifieds. Non-Student rates are $10 for up to 25 
words, and $5 each subsequent issue same ad is 
run. Drop your ad o ff by our office downstairs in 
the Mourant Building.
